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Melbourne Circle

NICK GADD

Over two years, writer Nick Gadd and his wife Lynne circled 
the city of Melbourne on foot, starting at Williamstown and 
ending in Port Melbourne. Along the way they uncovered 
lost buildings, secret places and mysterious signs that told 
of forgotten stories and curious characters from the past. 
Soon after they completed the circle, Lynne passed away 
from cancer. Melbourne Circle is the story of their journey, a 
memoir, and a stunning meditation on personal loss.

‘What a gem this book is! Oddity, wonderment, weirdness: 
these splendid essays reveal a marvellous Melbourne most of 
us have never encountered before. This is a psychogeography 
dense with vernacular history, humane detail, and from 
beneath the shadow of grief, love.’

–  Gail Jones,  
author of Five Bells and The Death of Noah Glass

FORMAT Paperback    ISBN 978-1-922454-07-2    AVAILABLE NOW    PRICE $29.95

Walking, Memory and Loss

NEW NON-FICTION TITLES FROM AUSTRALIAN SCHOLARLY & ARCADIA



FORMAT Hardback    ISBN 978-1-922454-00-3   AVAILABLE NOW    PRICE $70

Historical Guide to 
New South Wales

PHILLIP SIMPSON

The Historical Guide to New South Wales is a unique 
reference work. Never before has there been an attempt to 
succinctly record the location, history, industries, buildings, 
calamities and the population of over 9,700 cities, towns, 
villages, hamlets and localities (outside Sydney), whether 
extant or defunct. Neither has a record ever been made 
of the numerous surveyors who laid out our towns and the 
architects, engineers and builders who designed and built 
their most important structures. The small size of most 
of these places has never justified their inclusion in any 
standard reference book and, until now, their location and 
history have been a mystery to most.

The Historical Guide to New South Wales will be indispensable 
to historians, geographers, librarians, heritage consultants, 
local historical societies, local councils, journalists, those 
tracing families, and inquisitive tourists.

FORMAT Hardback    ISBN 978-1-925984-99-6    AVAILABLE NOW    PRICE $49.95

The Theatrical Escapades of Ernest C. Rolls

Hanky-Panky

FRANK VAN STRATEN

This is the previously untold saga of one of theatre’s most 
controversial creators, Ernest C. Rolls, and his loyal wife, the 
revue star, Jennie Benson. They brought their talents to the 
Australian theatrical world in the 1920s. Their chaotic careers 
survived a daunting succession of personal and professional 
crises – everything from bankruptcy to murder. Rolls even 
served a term in prison. This extraordinary story, authored 
by well-known theatre critic and historian, Frank Van Straten, 
unfolds amidst an array of evocative, rarely seen, images. 
The racy text and vast selection of archival images bring to 
life the remarkable world of a forgotten theatrical great.



A House of Commons 
for a Den of Thieves

ADAM WAKELING

In 1788, Great Britain founded a colony in Australia to swallow up 
its criminals. And swallow them it did – more than 160,000 men 
and women were transported to the Australian colonies over eight 
decades. Remarkably, these colonies swiftly developed into robust 
and innovative democracies. The 1856 Victorian election was the first 
in the world where voters took a government-printed ballot paper, 
took it into a private voting booth to fill it out, then put it in a ballot 
box. And Australians have kept this democratic model ever since.

A House of Commons for a Den of Thieves is the story of how the 
citizens of these colonies threw off the stigma of their criminal origins 
and asserted their rights. Not only against imperial authorities in 
London but also those wealthy and powerful men in the colonies 
themselves who distrusted the idea of mass democracy. And 
through their success, they created a lasting democratic tradition 
that their descendants have expanded and built on up until the 
present day.

FORMAT Paperback    ISBN 978-1-922454-14-0    AVAILABLE NOW    PRICE $44

Australia’s Journey from  
Penal Colony to Democracy

In 1940, soon after graduating, Dr Stanley Goulston joined the 

Australian Army. As the sole doctor to 1500 soldiers, he was sent to 

the Middle East where the Allied forces were fighting the Germans 

and Italians. His battalion was part of the iconic Rats of Tobruk during 

the famous siege. At Tobruk he was awarded a Military Cross.

In 1947 he was appointed honorary physician to the Royal Prince 

Alfred Hospital in Sydney. He became one of Australia’s first 

gastroenterologists and advanced this speciality at his hospital 

and beyond. In senior roles with the Royal Australasian College of 

Physicians he headed a long-lasting redesign of physician training.

Stanley Goulston was universally admired for his humility, empathy 

and commitment to teaching and research. For most of his life, he 

wrote poetry. At 79 he completed a Master of Philosophy degree at 

Sydney University and then taught narrative and poetry to doctors 

and medical students with the aim of fostering a more humane and 

compassionate version of modern scientific medicine.

FORMAT Paperback    ISBN 978-1-922454-17-1    AVAILABLE NOW    PRICE $34.95

Humanity in Medicine

KERRY BREEN

The Life of Physician Dr Stanley Goulston



Does 26 January 1788 Matter?

RICHARD TRAVERS

26 January has no claim to be celebrated as Australia Day. 
The national day of a country should reflect its values, 
ambitions, and aspirations.  Australia Day should celebrate 
the diversity of our indigenous and migrant population.  It 
should be an occasion for all Australians to celebrate.

If this is what Australia Day should be, we would better 
celebrate it on almost any day, except 26 January.

Inclusion demands a better response.

FORMAT Paperback    ISBN 978-1-922454-15-7    AVAILABLE NOW    PRICE $14.95

Fact, Fiction and the Founding of Australia
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